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April President's Message

Apr 5—Business Meeting@
noon BJ’s
Apr 23—Meeting@ noon
BJ’s
Apr 27—Social, Edge 5:30
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A hearty THANK YOU to all club members
who made March a success. Its what we do.
Take time to CELEBRATE.
I was so impressed with our
. Alida and crew did a stellar job.
The women we honored this year were so
impressive, and yes, I saw a few teary eyes in the crowd. Stories
of pulling it together, overcoming adversity, and charging ahead
with your life in a positive and meaningful way. It was an
INSPIRATION.
And our
? What a great job Patti
and her committee did pulling this event together. Stories were
told, exciting auction items raffled off, money earned for next
years scholarships. It took a lot of woman-power to make this
happen. Thank you all.
And of course,
. Whew! I think its time to relax a bit
this April.
As we move into Spring (Yahoo!) its time for each one of us to
think about renewing our commitment to Soroptimists and
what we do (Did I mention April is National Volunteer Month?)
Its time to nominate a new 2018-2019 Board for the upcoming
year and Committee sign ups will surface soon. In conjunction
with this is developing our upcoming budget. Think about how
you want to make a difference. What can you do to make our
club stronger and help the women and girls in our community?
April is
.
The theme this year is
. That’s another
important role for us in the community – EDUCATION.
Promoting awareness. Challenge yourself to help
raise awareness of this ongoing problem by
including the topic in your discussions with
family and friends.

NEWS FLASH!!
Because Northwestern Region conference is a week earlier than usual, you will be able to enjoy a
very special musical experience in Hamilton on Saturday, April 28.
The Big Sky Handbell festival will be held in Hamilton this year. Over 230 bell ringers from
Montana and Idaho will be practicing together Friday night and all day Saturday. Their efforts
will culminate in a FREE concert at the Hamilton High School Gym at 7 p.m. Saturday
evening. If you have never heard massed handbells you will be amazed at the sound. We will be
directed by Internationally acclaimed handbell director/clinician, Jason Wells who has chosen a
fantastic array of musical styles to showcase these amazing instruments. DON”T MISS IT!!
Remember, Saturday, April 28 at the HHS Gym.
Kathleen Graler, your resident Soroptimist Ding a Ling
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Websites
Soroptimist.org
Soroptimistnwr.org
Liveyourdream.org
Nwhp.org
Internationalwomensday.com

Apr. 1
Apr. 3
Apr. 4
Apr. 9
Apr 15

Brenda VonBrach
Virginia Chaffin
Elizabeth Sedar
Elaine Serwacki
Pat Cantrell

May 5
May 8
May 10
May 26

Alida Merritt
Mary Lou Amsden
Kristin Ashcraft
Marian Crowe-Gregr
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April’s HEROS: The Supremes!!!!

Established by Article III of the U.S. Constitution, the Supreme Court of the
United States first met on February 2, 1790 and heard its first case in 1792. It
would take nearly two centuries -- another 189 years - - before this august yet
single-sex body would more accurately reflect the composition of the nation it
presided over with the advent of the court's first female associate justice.
In its 220-year history, only four women justices have served on the Supreme
Court: Sandra Day O'Connor (1981-2005); Ruth Bader Ginsburg (1993-present);
Sonia Sotomayor (2009-present) and former U.S. Solicitor General Elena Kagan
(2010-present).

OUR MISSION: Empower, educate
and encourage women and girls to
improve their self-confidence, health
and socio-economic standing, both
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2018 Awards
The Awards Banquet on March 7th, was the best yet! Their wasn’t an empty
seat in the room … and very few dry eyes. The women’s stories were amazing … Many
of the recipients were single parents. Most of the women were working at least part time
while attending school. Their educational goals covered a broad spectrum including
Substance Abuse Counselor; Nursing; Wildlife Biology; Agriculture Education teacher;
Nurse Educator; Parole Officer; Master of Arts in Professional Counseling; Master’s
Degree in Public Administration; Educational Studies and Health and Human
Performance. Each embodies this year’s Women’s History Month theme …
‘Nevertheless, She Persisted’.
Thanks to the money raised at last year’s Evening Wrapped in Chocolate, the awards
doubled in value this year. Recipients are as follow:
Ruby Award Kathleen O’Leary
This service award acknowledges a woman in our community that is working to improve
the lives of women and girls through their personal or professional activities. SIH
donates $250 to the charity of choice.
Live Your Dream Award
Erin Mahar
Susan Allen

$3,000
$2,000

Fellowship Award
Marjorie Vegoren
Renee McGrath

$3,000
$1,000

Options
Barbara McCrorey
Crystal Wetherald

$1,500
$ 500

Pro Tech
Abigail Dunn
Nicole Phillips

$1,000
$1,000

*Violet Richardson
Kayla Fields
Abigail Beck

$ 250
$ 250

Patti Furniss
Jodi Waliser
$ 500
Samantha Westberry $ 500

 The Violet Richardson awards were matched by The Greater Valley Foundation,
giving each recipient a total of $500.00 each. Each recipient also picks a charity of
their choice and SIH donates $100 to that charity.
In addition to these awards, SIH had the opportunity to support a young girl in this valley
through a designated donation of $600 to the SOAR program in Darby.

Elain Serwacki presenting
Kathleen O’Leary with
Ruby Award

Jennifer Dunn holding phone
while daughter Abigail recieves
Pro Tech Award via Facetime

Mary Lyn & LYD
Award recipient Susan
Allen sharing laugh.
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Sexual Assault Awareness Month Events
Take Back the Night Rally
Friday, April 13th
5 to 6 p.m., First and Marcus Streets
Speak Out!
Use your voice to take a stand
Recite an original work, read a
Poem, or share your story.
Friday, April 13th
7 to 8 p,m., Chapter One
Consent and Bystander Workshop
Monday, April 23rd
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Bitterroot College

This year, SAAM is celebrating its 17th anniversary with the theme “Embrace Your
Voice” to inform individuals on how they can use their words to promote safety, respect,
and equality to stop sexual violence before it happens.
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Soroptimist of Hamilton
PO Box 1012
Hamilton, MT 59840

Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:
mailto:sinewsletter@gmail.com
If you submit to any of the above locations, you are guaranteed it will reach us!

