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Calendar

All meetings noon BJ’s
February

February President's Message

6 – Meeting
8—Soroptimist Mary Lyn
receives Laurel Award at
Chamber Banquet

When you think you know you have all the information –
you do, or don’t!

14—Soroptimist Julie Fryberger
in Mary Poppins, by Hamilton
Players at Hamilton Playhouse,
beginning February 14th
13 – Meeting. Speaker & SOLT
20 – Board
27 – Social
March
4—Awards Banquet –Marcus
Daly Hosp Conference Room
5 – Meeting
12 – Meeting
19 – Board
21—Area Meeting Time &
Location TBD
26 – Social
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January 31… See’s opening. Sign-up online. A statement
with all of the information! : )
Sihamilton.org website.....the best source of information
for our club – committees, meeting dates, award/scholarships,
phone numbers, photo roster, and more.…. A statement with all
of the information! : )
The women’s march in January – when I thought I had all the information and
didn’t. First glance, it was terrific. Nothing compares to the strength of women
coming together. Of course Soroptimist would march together and hold our
banner, no brainer, right? Not so fast, then there came the issues that crossed the
line into a political event.
The most difficult part for me was answering the question – if Soroptimist
doesn’t support women, what do we stand for? – ending domestic violence,
equality, civil rights, absolutely, The Best For Women. The best for women is to
maintain our neutrality and gather support from all women to enhance our
diversity and strength as a club.
We diligently try to be neutral as a club. Not only is it a requirement to retain our
non-profit status, it is what attracts our supporters and members. While the
organizers made an effort to dissuade politics, Soroptimists as well as the general
public joined the march to express their personal and political views. It is a free
country. As a member told me afterward, ‘It was much more political than I
expected”.
Thank you to the number of you that contacted me with your thoughts and
opinions.
Have a good February – remember winter isn’t over yet!!!!!!
Dixie

CONGRATULATIONS TO MARY LYN
Mary has received the Bitterroot Valley Chamber of Commerce 2020 Laurel
Award. The award is given to a Chamber member that has given back so much to
the community. Mary’s nomination came from Soroptimist, SAFE, and the
Episcopal Church. This award is especially prestigious because of the name.
Laurel was a long time resident of Hamilton, Mayor, Chamber Ambassador, and
Soroptimist. If you knew or saw Laurel, her positive attitude and willingness to
help anyone – everyone, was captivating – like Mary. Congratulations Mary.
Note… The Chamber banquet is February 8th at the 1st Interstate Building. Call
the Chamber, 363-2400 for a ticket. Normally, the annual banquet is limited to
Chamber members, but this year it is open to the public. Soroptimist is a Chamber
member.

SEE’S TIPS
Everything you need to know about working in the See’s trailer is in the 3-ring binder on the
counter. Pha..leeze….review the information: opening, closing, credit card process, stocking,
heat settings, how to lock the door, who to call… It’s all there.
Remove price tags when candy is sold and PUT THE PRICE TAG IN THE ENVELOPE – 3rd
drawer from left. The tags are updated for each season. We make the tags. It takes about 3 to 4
hours to re-create, and costs around $30 each time we need to make new tags.
Record the sold out dates on the list, on the wall, by the door. It gives a record of how much to
order the next year, and how popular an item is.

February Speaker
Madeline Mussman, DO will be our featured speaker at the February 13th meeting. Her
specialties are family medicine and osteopathic manipulative therapy.

Not all Angels have wings.
Some have stethoscopes.
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ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET
March 4th…. Scholarship/award recognition event. This year we received over
20 applications. The awards committee will be meeting Saturday, February 8th
to choose this year’s recipients. A total of twelve women will be receiving a
total of $15,200!!!
If you haven’t attended before, take a couple of hours and see what an impact
our club has on women’s lives in Ravalli County. 100% of the net proceeds
from An Evening Wrapped in Chocolate go to awards and scholarships. This
year’s fundraiser will be April 23rd at the Bitterroot River Inn.
You won’t want to miss this event!!!

In order to achieve full and equal
access to and participation in science
for women and girls, and further
achieve gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls, the
United Nations General Assembly
adopted resolution A/
RES/70/212 declaring 11 February as
the International Day of Women and
Girls in Science.

SAVE THE DATE
For the
2020 Northwestern Region Conference

April 16-19, 2020
At the
Hyatt Regency Lake Washington at
Seattle’s Southport
Renton, Washington

Feb 2 Laura Mertins
Feb 14 Alene Tunny
Feb 25 Kathleen Graler
Mar 24 Katelyn Andersen
Mar 25 Syble Solomon
Mar 28 Judy Rothie
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COMMITTEES – see 6-month pulse check and sihamilton.org
Here are the committees for our club:
Adopt-A-Classroom, - Saundra Amsden, Chair;
Awards/Scholarships, - Mary Lyn, and Saundra Amsden, Chair
Christmas Families – Deana Wolfe, Chair
Highway Cleanup – Saundra Amsden, Chair
International Service – Alene Tunny, Chair

Options for Women – Mary Lyn & Sue Smith, Co-Chair
Senior Women – Alene, Kathleen, Lois, Mary, Nancy, Patti, Robin
Special Relief – Brenda, Loise Teri, Vikki
Trafficking/Domestic Violence – Saundra Amsden
Women’s Health/Hygiene – Vikki Bell, Chair
General Fundraising – Marcia, Norma, Sue Smith, Teri
Evening Wrapped in Chocolate – Patti Martin, Chair; Robin Clute, Co-chair
Liaisons – Chamber, Friendship Lind, Sapphire Lutheran; Dixie and Norma
Bylaws – Robin and Teri

Finance/Budget – Anne Brown, Chair
Newsletter – Barbara June, Joan Richards, Mary Lyn
Promotions – Joan Richards, Chair
Recruitment and Retention – Barbara, Brenda, Nancy, Vikki
SOLT – Sandra, Sue Smith

AREA MEETING
March 21st….We are hosting the Soroptimist area meeting, which means there will be
Soroptimist from Missoula and Dillon visiting. Time and location to be announced. Saundra is
taking the lead.

“Without leaps of imagination or dreaming, we lose the
excitement of possibilities. Dreaming, after all,
is a form of planning”
-Gloria Steinem
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HAMILTON SOROPTIMIST – 6 MONTH CHECKUP
December 19, 2019
Attendees in person and on-line: Dixie, Anne, Virginia, Patti, Katy, Saundra, Marcia, Brenda,
Nancy, Sue S., Mary Lyn, and Alida
The following is a compilation of our ‘pulse check’ in December. Ideas/suggestion/comments
are self-explanatory. I have taken the liberty of adding some follow-up in italics.
This isn’t necessarily a ‘to do’ list, but more of something to keep in mind as we move forward
the next 6 months, 12 months, 5 years. It helps to have an outline, plan, and or map of where
we may want to go.
We are all responsible for initiating these thoughts, so don’t hesitate to take action on
something that is of interest to you. ….Thank you for participation.…. Dixie Dies, President.
Where we want to be in 6 months:
More diversity in members
$25,000 in scholarship funding
Sponsor Junior High lock in
Support Saundra Amsden…District Director
Highway clean up so we can get our sign back ….follow-up….this was simply a matter of not
renewing our agreement with the State. Renewal was miss-sent and will be sent to Soroptimist
PO Box for this year.

Where we want to be in 12 months:
Increase diversity of membership members
Promotional brochure...followup. We have had a brochure in the past. The challenge has been
keeping the content current – phone contact, officers, pictures; discussion of only email contact
vs. email and phone, designing and printing the brochure. This project is up for grabs for
whomever might want to give it a go. We do have a business card with our website listed.
Girls going into high school have overnight w/speakers on job opportunities [S Club]… followup. There are two issues here. One – apparently there is, or used to be a school sponsored
event where girls going in to high school have an overnight get together – fun, games, and
various speakers on different subjects – vocations, careers, money information - budgets,
options, etc.
Two – We made a run at having an S Club – a high school version of Soroptimist, like LIONS
Leo Club, Rotary/Kiwanis Key Club. School schedule issues with girls involved in so many
things, and school sponsorship – with so many other school activities, the S Club wasn’t
conducive to a successful outcome for the S Club going forward. If someone is interested in
championing one or both ideas, let me know.
-continued Page 6
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- continued from page 5
Where we want to be in 5 years:
Still raising money for scholarships
Will there still be a Chocolate Event, or what fundraiser will take its place...follow-up, be
thinking about that next ‘ah ha’ fundraiser for Soroptimist
We will have met our goal of $25,000 in 5 years
How Are We Doing?
Good at welcoming new members
Have ‘mini’ catchups at Socials – what has the club been doing, what is happening
Newsletters are great
Website is fabulous
New members have added new energy to the club and their participation is great
Committees – more information needs to ‘get out’... what do the committees do, who to
contact...follow-up: We need to remember there are [more or less] 3 basic methods of
communication – verbal, written – hard copy, and electronic. Everyone has their preferred
method of communicating.
That being said, our website sihamilton.org, password BitterRoot, is one of best and easiest I
have seen, and my computer expertise is a bit above sophomore level – on a good day!!
Our web lists committee information in 3 formats: by committee, by member - listing the
committees each member is on, and a description of each committee. If you want hardcopies,
let me know and I will get the copies made at UPS. It is important we all know what we do so
we can tell others.
I will list all of the committees on every agenda, and make an effort – as time allows, to verbally address each
committee at every meeting. Let me know how I, our Soroptimist Club, can help ‘get out more information’.

Things We Can Improve:
Keep raising our local awareness, what is going on in our community…follow-up, know our
committees and what we do
Our job is to know what is best for women
Follow-up on award recipients – where are the awardees, what has been accomplished...followup, the awards/scholarship is aware of this
Maybe have a ‘social’ at 11:30…. If members want to come just to catch up
Present ourselves as we want others to see us:
Keep our ‘chatter’ to a minimum
Be aware of our image to other public attendees at our meetings,
is it the image we want to portray
Watch our language – appropriate time, appropriate place
Be cognizant of our club being free of political issues, we are a ‘free zone’
Wear name tags
Maybe ¼ of the newsletter could be about what the committees are doing...followup, see
Committee’s above
Enjoy what we are doing
Remind ourselves we are a service organization
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The kids are doing great. It is so much fun to work with them. They are all excited to see
us when we arrive
In December, Mary Lou and Saundra met the
class at the Remington to help with decorating
cookies with the residents. I had no idea you
could put that much frosting and sprinkles on
just one cookie. A lot of the kids gravitated to
the blue frosting, which turned their lips and
tongues blue.

First, a HUGE Thank You to Mary Lyn for providing the supplies for the Messages in a
Bottle art class. The bottles were prefilled with mylar, confetti and a red rose. The 4th
graders knew all about messages in a bottle. First, the children wrote a message, rolled the
paper into a scroll, applied the rubber band, inserted the scroll into the bottle, corked the
bottle and applied the red tape. Some were successful at getting two and three scrolls in
one bottle. We need to think about taking pictures in the future. We get so involved in
helping the kids, we forget all about photos. – Mary Lou and Saundra
I have one young man in the math group that always wants the teacher to assign him to
me. I think Liz lets him work with me occasionally just because he wants to. He really is
good at math, but we just have so much fun working on the problems on the page and
chatting about stuff. And I always bring colorful pencils with me. When we get done
working on our math assignments, I let the kids pick out a pencil. They really enjoy it and
will say they know they have to wait until they are done with the assignment to get a
pencil. I can see it helps some of them focus on the task so they can get the reward.–
Saundra
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Soroptimist of Hamilton
PO Box 1012
Hamilton, MT 59840

Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:
mailto:sinewsletter@gmail.com
If you submit to any of the above locations, you are guaranteed it will reach us!

