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Calendar

February President's Message

All meetings BJ’s noon
Feb
3

Business Mtg BJ’s/ZOOM

10 Mtg BJ’s/ZOOM
17 Board Meeting BJ’s
24 No Social

Mar
3 Business Mtg BJ’s/ZOOM
10 Program Mtg BJ’s/ZOOM

20 Board Meeting BJ’s
27 Social—to be determined
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Well, we have January under our belt and
now we are on to February! I always feel
if you can make it threw January then the
rest of the year will be easy, not sure why.
We have a lot of things to figure out for
the rest of the year. We really need to find
a fundraiser for our general fund. I know I keep
saying that but now it is down to the wire on getting it
done. I know Covid is still around, and it probably
will be here to stay just like the flu. I will continue to
Zoom for those that can’t come to the meetings but
please join so we can get your input, it is much
needed. We have bounced off some ideas for
fundraisers and now we have another one to talk
about so let’s make some decisions this next month.
So hope to see you on the 3rd either on Zoom or at
BJ’s.
Patti Martin
President

Lets get together!

Feb. 10 Speaker
For our February program meeting, we will welcome Kathy Dexter.
Topic:
A long career of serving as a paramedic, flight nurse on helicopters
and now a local nurse practitioner, having raised 3 children and
working while putting herself through school and eventually earning
her doctorate. An amazing story!

Awards and Scholarships
All four of our outstanding applicants are receiving a Live Your Dream Award! Our club
awarded one $3,000 award and two $2,000 awards. The fourth applicant received a $1,000
award from SI Chouteau and Vincinity.
Thanks to the efforts of club members creating an awareness in the community, we have
received several applications for each of the awards already and the deadline isn’t until
February 28th! Committee members have been busy distributing updated posters throughout
the valley.

Fillable PDF applications are available on our website,
https://www.sihamilton.org/scholarships
The deadline is February 28, 2022. To answer any questions, contact the
awards committee at sihamiltonawards@gmail.com.
Feb 14 Alene Tunny
Feb 25 Kathleen Graler
Mar 3 Cheryl Dooley
Mar 6 Mary Kearns
Mar 10 Pat Bogdanski
Mar 25 Syble Solomon
Mar 28 Judy Rothie

Luminary Event
A Luminary Event to show
appreciation for health care workers.
Everyone welcome!
February 14, Valentine’s Day.
Outside the Emergency Room entrance.
6:00pm. To greet health care workers as
they change shifts. We’ll have those
nice luminaries lining the sidewalk.
People can bring homemade signs and
warm smiles! Will only last about an
hour. It’s the least we can do!!
Linda Schmitt
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Please Meet New Member Andrea Simmerman
It is my pleasure to introduce you to Andrea Simmerman, one
of our newest members. Andrea was born in North Dakota and
moved to Billings when she was in the 4th grade. She lived in
Billings until she went to the University of Montana where she
met her husband. A Physical Therapy job became available in
Hamilton for her husband and they moved here.
Andrea is a CPA and worked for Charles McCartney for several
years before buying his practice in 2005. She later merged her
company with JCCS where she currently works and is preparing
for the very busy tax season ahead. Andrea loves being a CPA
and working with people to help with their finances. She feels
lucky that her job enables her to have a good work/life balance.
She and her husband have three children, two sons, 17 and 15 years old and an 11 year old
daughter. These children have started a company call 3 Sibling Soaps. These wonderful
soaps that can be purchased at The Stone Cottage. They have generously volunteered to make
some soaps that The Senior Women’s Committee will include in the gift bags for our 90 and
older ladies to be given out this winter.
Andrea was introduced to Soroptimist through Nancy B. and Carmela when they were
soliciting donations for An Evening Wrapped in Chocolate. She was impressed with the goals
of Soroptimist and hopes that her financial expertise will help other women in our community.

https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/whats-new/

Join SIA for a special tea
party celebrating women’s
empowerment on
International Women’s Day!
We encourage you to sip a
cup of tea and wear your
fanciest hat, pearls and gloves
while enjoying a festive and
inspirational program
featuring a variety of
Soroptimist leaders and
members. Program will be
interpreted in all SIA
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International Scholarship Committee
The International Scholarship Committee met on zoom in January with Sara Hurtarte, the
Co-Executive Director of SERES Guatemala, and selected 3 young women to be the
recipients of our Scholarship Awards. We were able to fund three out of the four
applicants, due to the additional $375 that we received as donations.
The following is information about one of our winners and I will report on the other two
in next month’s newsletter. I have also included an email from Sara Hurtarte and a blog
from Yormira, this month’s featured recipient.
I want to thank my committee, Brenda VonBrach, Marcia Babowicz, Nancy Bussiere, and
Sonya Bitterman for their time and effort in supporting these worthy young women.
Alene Tunny, Chair
International Scholarship Committee
Hi Alene,
Good morning,
Yes, we have received the check and deposited it into our account.
I also wanted to send a more personalized thank you for
being a champion for SERES and to all of the Soroptimist
members in your club that have made this effort to continue
to provide better opportunities for these amazing female
leaders.
We just shared a blog about Yomira and I thought you
might enjoy reading it and I’m also sharing with you a
photo from when she was participating in the development
of the municipal policy for youth in Escuintla. This is the first time a policy like this is
being drafted in the municipality, Yomira and a group of other SERES leaders in the
community were invited to take part. This process was led by USAID and the
municipality, however as they witnessed how these youth organized, led activities in their
community and implemented projects, they wanted them to be an important part of this
process, including those voices that need to be heard in a policy that will impact them and
their future generations.
I hope this has inspired you just a bit more and I will continue to follow up with you with
any news and updates about the girl’s scholarships. Please let me know if there is
anything else you need from us.
All the best,
Sara Hurtarte
Co-Executive Director

(continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

Meet Yomira Ajacab, Recipient of a $500 SI Scholarship
Yomira is 25 years old, from La Dignidad, Guatemala. She has been part of the SERES
youth network since August 2020.
Yomira plans to use her scholarship to start her bachelor degree in Industrial Psychology.

Yomira’s Blog
I’m a leading woman
Yomira Acajabón, youth leader
Yomira is from La Dignidad, Guatemala. She has been part of the SERES youth network
since August 2020, starting with our virtual program and quickly making her
way to our Annual Youth Summit. Yomira was directly affected by the
eruption of Fuego in 2018 and that forced her and her family to relocate to this
new community. She is a teacher, a friend and activist, with 5 years of working
with educational institutions.
“I was living a very complicated situation due to the pandemic itself, I felt
that I was not doing anything productive, besides my work,
because .everything was practically stalled, I am a person who likes to be
busy and at home I could only experiment with cooking, but thanks to
Steven's invitation I started my path with SERES, and my afternoons began to get busy
with online workshops, leadership workshops, drugs prevention topics, among so many
other things”.
Since then I have participated in spaces with the different youth networks of Escuintla, in
technical dialogue tables, discussing problems that affect the youth and what we can do to
solve them. I have participated in workshops on women's rights and also in the elaboration of
the first Public Youth Policy in the municipality of Escuintla together with other youth
networks and the Municipality of Escuintla.
“The most recent thing in this beautiful path with SERES has been participating in the
11th. Youth Sustainability Summit on - Resilience and Transformative Leadership during
the Pandemic-, a week that was full of intellectual, as well as emotional enrichment. I
believe that in the midst of all the spaces with SERES we not only acquire knowledge but
also heal, to a certain extent and perhaps without being intentional in this area, SERES
has been that healing and liberation bridge for many feelings and emotions that as young
people we have and do not express with such freedom. THANK YOU SERES!
The summit is a 4.5-day camp that draws together over 50 young changemakers from across
Guatemala and El Salvador together with peer-mentors, partner community organizations and
trainers for a hands-on, hearts-on networking and skills-building event. The Summit covers
key components for personal discovery, to lead through voice and movement, technical tracks
to strengthen their skills at managing and implementing their action plans, team building,
communication, and financial management
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HIGHLIGHTS OF SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF HAMILTON’S HISTORY
Part 2
Barbara June’s excellent summation of our club’s history encouraged a deeper dive
into our club’s history year by year as found in our documents and photographs. I wanted to
know more about what SIH has worked on and accomplished over the years.
1986-1987
 1st ever “Chocolate Lovers and Champagne Tasting” event held at the Daly Leech
Community Room. With 190 in attendance, $1000 was raised to donate to the Friends of
the Library to assist them in the building of a new Hamilton Library.
 A Spring Fashion Seminar is held entitled “Working Wonders with your Wardrobe” with
86 attendees.
 SIH hosted a Career Night at the Hamilton High School.
 Awards of money are presented: Training Award Program ($300), Youth Citizenship
($300 and $100), S Club Service Award ($100) and Vo-Tech ($200).
 Soroptimist sponsor the play “Li’l Abner” in summer 1987.
 SIH sponsored the Halloween Party for the Double S Club at the high school, and all 17
members of the S Club are on the honor roll.
 A Holiday & Sportswear Style Show was held in conjunction with local merchants.
 Mittens for Moppets continues.
 The Retired Ladies Tea Party was a success, as was the frozen Banana Booth at the fair.
1987-1988
 Family Violence Services holds its first fundraiser ($110). Shirley Hebert, 1st V.P. of
SIH, is a prime mover in this new organization to help battered women and children.
 Friends Afar program has expanded to 50 women internationally who have received their
“start” from Soroptimists. SIH holds a workshop at the Regional Conference to inform
other clubs of this program.
 SIH donates the first of three $333.33 checks to Genesis House for the balloon payment
due on their house.
 SH holds a Youth Seminar for 19 students, with a Hamilton girl chosen to represent the
area in the regional seminar.
 A cocktail party is held at the Elk’s Club for new members, during a freak snowstorm!
 SIH sponsors two classes with the library: Intro to Creative Writing & Fiction; Public
Speaking.
 Buckle-Up Bitterroot campaign continues.
 A successful “Classy Junque” sale occurs.
 Awards of money are presented: Training Award Program ($300 and Vo-Tech ($200).
 SIH sponsors the play “The King and I.”
(continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)
 SIH continues its creation and distribution through the entire valley of a booklet of “Day
Care and Preschool Information.”
 Women’s Place in Missoula spoke at an SIH meeting about their battered women’s shelter.
After this meeting, a group of SIH members performed additional research and requested
the club sponsor an organization which would assist victims of domestic violence. SIH’s
service committee preferred to support the already established Ravalli County Advocacy
group. A meeting was held by the ad-hoc SIH committee, the SIH service committee, the
Ravalli County Advocacy group and Stacy from the YWCA in Missoula, who supported
the idea of a group of SIH members creating a Board of Directors, advisory committee,
steering committee, and trained volunteers. This organization would operate separately
from SIH, but some members will be Soroptimists.
 By the end of 1987, Family Violence Services, Inc., an advocacy group made up of local
women to assist battered women, was started. They’ll have a hot line for anyone caught in
a violent situation at home who needs immediate help or counseling. January featured
training sessions given by the Montana Coalition against Domestic Violence to any
interested person. The group received a $1000 donation from SIH.
 A holiday fashion show is presented by the “Dressing Right for Business Women”
committee.
 Friends Afar members now number 100!
-Researched by Nancy Bussiere
.

RCCOA Happy Helpers
Ravalli County Council on Aging is providing limited respite care to primary
caregivers. Their HAPPY HELPERS are volunteers who provide temporary relief from the
continuous support and care of an adult who is elderly or disabled and dependent on others.
RCCOA HAPPY Helpers will visit once a week and provide friendship, companionship and
support.
Members are encouraged to volunteer as a Happy Helper or to ask for assistance
with their caretaking by calling Kati or Katrina at RCCOA 363-5690.
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Soroptimist of Hamilton
PO Box 1012
Hamilton, MT 59840

Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:
mailto:sinewsletter@gmail.com
If you submit to any of the above locations, you are guaranteed it will reach us!

