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Calendar 
 

May 10—Meeting@ noon 
BJ’s 
 
May 11—SAFE’S Boot, 
Scoot & Boogie, 6pm  
First Interstate Center 
 
May 19—Soroptimist 
Bowling Event 2PM, 
Hamilton Bowling 
 
May 17—BOD Meeting 
@noon BJ’s 
 
May 31—Soroptimist Social 
5:30, the Edge 
 
June 2—Senior Women’s 
Tea, 2pm, Sapphire Lutheran 
Homes 
 
June 14—Installation details 
to be announced  
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May President's Message 

 A famous person once said One person can make a 
difference and everyone should try. Those were  
the words of Jack Kennedy and I think he was  
spot on. I’d humbly add: What you do makes a  
difference and you need to decide what kind of  
difference you want to make  
The power of our club is that one person doesn’t stand 
alone. A good idea can be amplified ten-fold by a group of 
likeminded women seeking to make a difference for women 
and girls in our community.  
Ask yourself how best you can contribute to our club? 
Soon we will make the transition to a new Board, develop 
our outyear budget, and the committee sign ups will once 
again be circulating. I challenge each of you to pick at 
least one area where you could help.  
For some of you, finding the time is difficult. Maybe you 
would consider a donation to the club in lieu of 
volunteering. You can donate right on our website  
https://www.sihamilton.org/donate 
I am now into my 5th month as  
President (how has that happened!?!).  
My mantra has been INSPIRE.  
CELEBRATE. EDUCATE. My  
goal has been to emphasize  
education and service. Talk about  
issues that are relevant to women &  
girls in our community. Encourage  
participation at meetings, on  
Committees and our sponsored events.  
Thank you all for participating in this  

journey with me as we head into the 2018-2019 club year.  

https://www.sihamilton.org/donate
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This year our club sent $750 to SIA 
 
100% of these funds go to Live Your 
Dream Awards or Dream It Be It 
Programs 
 
1,355 women have received Live 
Your Dream Awards nationwide, and 
9,000 girls have participated in 
Dream It Be It Programs 

   Last month, on a beautifully sunny day, a group of Soroptimists  
   arrived at SAFE with a truckload of donated items (toilet paper, towels, 
   diapers, bottled water, toys and more!) and presented our annual club 
   donation. Thank you all who helped make that happen. 
   Erin Clark gave us a tour of the SAFE facilities, introduced us to some 
   of the staff, and spoke to us about potential ways we might assist the 
   folks at SAFE.  

 continues to be an ongoing need. Crisis Line 
    Training has been moved from Spring to this fall. The training 
    is open to those who want to staff the call-line as well as those 
    who just want to learn more about SAFE.   

, especially during the late 
afternoon hours 

, especially with the teens whose mothers are in housing at SAFE. Teenage kids get 
bored and adults who are willing to spend time with them mean a lot.  

Helping in the . Be outside! Pull weeds! 
. Maybe there is something you can offer that’s unique to you. I assure you, it will 

be appreciated 

Mary Lou’s Fabric Sale 
Mary Lou Amsden Fabric Sale 

Friday, May 18th:  Hours 2pm-5pm 
Saturday, May 19th:  Hours 8am-3pm 

$4 a yard 
All fabrics have been washed 

388 Grantsdale Road 
Hamilton, MT 
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May 4 Alida Merritt 
May 8 Mary Lou Amsden 
May 10  Kristin Ashcraft 
May 26 Marion Crowe- 
Gregr 
 
Jun 4 Kelcy Edwards 
Jun 13 Joan Richards 
Jun. 26 Chris Taggart 
Jun. 26 Robin Clute 

Raffle Report 
 

Raffle report. After expenses our club made $1200 from this year's raffle. The winner of the 

beautiful bracelets was Letha Kivinen from the Dillion Soroptimist Club. Barbara June was the 

winner of the $100 cash prize from the Spin To Win It game. Thanks to all who participated in 

the selling of tickets. Without you we would not have the success we have from this fundraiser.   

New Member Bio 
Sonja Bitterman 

I was born and raised in Libby, Montana. My husband, Dean, and I moved 
our family to Hamilton in 1998. We have two daughters, Katelyn and Beth. 
In 2004, I started working at SAFE, and I have worked for the agency for 
over ten years. In 2013, I left SAFE to return to graduate school. Last May, 
I graduated with a Masters of Social Work degree. Currently, I work at 
SAFE as the Coalition Coordinator of the Ravalli County Coalition 
Against Domestic and Sexual Violence. I enjoy traveling, snorkeling, 
walking, reading, spending time in nature, and riding my bicycle. 
  
I have reviewed the committees and have a few ideas about where and how 
I wish to be involved. I look forward to becoming more active in my 
community and to getting to know all of you! 

Welcome Sonja!!!! 

Websites 
 
Soroptimist.org 
Soroptimistnwr.org 
Liveyourdream.org 
Nwhp.org 
Internationalwomensday.com 
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A Business Meeting Election of 2018 – 2020 club officers. Delegate voting on changes to  
NWR bylaws and standing rules 

  

A Fundraising Event More than $20,000 raised in donations for  
 

  

An Awards 
Ceremony 

 Federation and Regional s s were 

presented.  Personal recognition and applaud was given to the  
recipients who were able to attend the luncheon. Federation/Regional 
funding for LYD scholarships totaled  this year. 
  

Keynote Speakers Work  Challenge your assumptions 
  

: The highlight of the conference. More on this  
elsewhere! 
  

Club Updates, 
Information And 
Education 

  

Reports, Workshops, Club History 

Fun & Celebration Heaps of recognition, internal awards, dressing up, song & dance 
  

This was my (SueMac’s) first Regional Conference. Saundra, Mary Lyn & her daughter Julie 
joined me for the 3 days. It’s was whirlwind of information and events starting Thursday 
evening and continuing to lunch on Sunday. For those of you who haven’t been to one, 
NWR  
Conference is all these things: 
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2018 – 2020 Elections: There were many, but here’s a few:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

consultant and 

business strategist, was our 

keynote speaker throughout the 

NWR Governor Elect 
Kristi Puckett, SI La Grande 

District 4 Director 
Terri Kunz, SI Helena 

District 4 Secretary 
Lynnette Hintze, SI Whitefish 



      May  2018   Page  6 

 

May’s HERO: the

 
    In the United States, there are over 6.8 million people 
    in prison, in jail, on probation or parole. That is 1 in 
    every 35 adults. Perhaps even more alarming is that 
    women are the fastest growing segment of the  
    incarcerated population, increasing at nearly double 
    the rate of men since 1985. 
 
    In 2008, Seattle police officer Kim Bogucki walked 
    through the gates of the Washington Corrections 
    Center for Women, intent on asking a group of  
    mothers for permission to work with their school-
    aged daughters in a  for 
    girls with incarcerated parents. On that day, Bogucki 
    asked the mothers a critical question: 

A 28-year veteran of the Seattle Police Department, Kim has developed 

nationally replicated programs that create dialogue around issues of social 

justice between members of law enforcement and the communities they serve. 

The IF Project engages current and former inmates of the Washington 

Department of Corrections to share intimate accounts of their experiences 

through writing and video diaries. This work creates a knowledge base that 

can educate communities and reduce the cycle of crime. 

 

Kim has received numerous awards for her work, including The Red Cross 

Heroes Award, the Seattle Storm’s (WNBA) Women that Inspire Award, the 

Center for Children’s Youth and Justice President’s Award, the Seattle Police 

Foundation Excellence Award, the Department of Corrections Volunteer of the 

Year at Washington Corrections Center for Women (WCCW), the Greater 

Seattle Business Association (GSBA) Community Leader Award, and 

Washington State Mentors Association Unsung Heroes Award. 

 

 

 



 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OUR LAST FUNDRAISER OF 2017-2018! 

***FAMILY FUN BOWLING DAY*** 

SATURDAY, MAY 19th, 2:00 to 5:00pm 

Our first event [March, 2017] was really fun for all of us! 

Please sign up to: monitor a lane 

Or cover the SIH Promotion Table 

Or bring cookies, brownies or cupcakes 

For the BAKE SALE!!! 

 Contact Brenda V. to sign up!  brendav@bitterroot.com or 381-8222 

Thank you! 
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Soroptimist of Hamilton 
PO Box 1012 
Hamilton, MT 59840 

Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to:  
mailto:sinewsletter@gmail.com 
 
If you submit to any of the above locations, you are guaranteed it will reach us! 


