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A time to be Thankful. Grateful. To be 
with your Family. A time of Celebration.

We are in the midst of the holiday season 
and I want to wish you all a happy holiday. 
However you chose to celebrate I hope this 
month is full of joy. 
Did you see that “The Angels have Landed “ (Ravalli 
Republic Nov. 23rd)? At Massa the angel tree carries the 
names of 208 children in need of Christmas gifts. Thank you 
Deana for doing this again this year. It’s so important for the 
community. 
And I also see boxes for donations all over town; the 
Salvation army bell ringers are collecting money to help with 
food, housing and gasoline. So many events at our schools, 
churches, and downtown businesses where people can 
gather, eat a meal, receive gifts and celebrate together. 
I read that we all should listen to less Christmas music! 
Someone completed a study that too much Christmas music 
causes stress. It reminds folks of all the things that they need 
to get done before Christmas and the repetitiveness of the 
music becomes an irritant instead of a joy. 
Yes, we all work hard to make Christmas work. And that 
includes all you Soroptimists who are making the See’s 
candy trailer a success this season. If you haven’t worked a 
shift yet I highly recommend it. All these really happy people 
come to visit you and leave with boxes of candy and smiles 
on their faces. 
President Sue Mac
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SEE’S IS UP AND RUNNING 

To the left are the remaining open shifts as of 
12/3/18.

The  link below will take you right to the sign up 
page on our website.

https://www.sihamilton.org/see-s-sign-ups-new

  Also on our website is a list of all your  individual 
sign ups. Check your calendars!

https://www.sihamilton.org/individual-see-s-dates

TIME TO CELEBRATE! 

Soroptimist Christmas Party
December 13th, noon at B.J.’s 

Bring a gift, less than $20. We pick numbers, open, steal, 
and have a good time!

https://www.sihamilton.org/see-s-sign-ups-new
https://www.sihamilton.org/individual-see-s-dates
https://www.sihamilton.org/see-s-sign-ups-new
https://www.sihamilton.org/individual-see-s-dates
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CHOCOLATE CHOCOLATE 
CHOCOLATE! 

Our committee is hard at work planning the next 
“An Evening Wrapped in Chocolate” on April 25th, 
2019!   We have sent letters to last year’s sponsors 
and have received $500 from By Owner, Farmers 
State Bank, Bitterroot Drug and $250 from Marcus 
Daly Hospital. This total of $1750 is a good start for 

underwriting the event. We have letters out now to see if we can get others to 
sponsor. Since we are renting the Bitterroot River Inn this year, we could really use a 
couple new sponsors.  If anyone knows anyone that might be a sponsor, please let 
us know and we will send them a letter. The Sponsorships are $1000, $500, or 
$250.  They all come with advertising and tickets to the event. We will start meeting 
in January to firm up some good ideas for our live auction and silent auction—more 
news to follow on that.  Again if anyone has an idea for our auctions please let us 
know. We always need new ideas. We have 24 bottles for our wine pull from Naked 
Wines, but we decided not to take away from our profits by using any more gift 
cards, so we are asking if the members would donate $20 or a good bottle of wine to 
our wine pull. We would love to have 50 bottles this year. So we are on a roll and 
planning for a good event.

Our goal is to make more than last year and hopefully with everyone’s help we can 
reach $20,000 this year!

Dec. 8     Gloria 
Janskovitch  
Dec. 11   Cory Keith  
Dec. 20   Sue Smith  
Dec. 25   Lois Vallance  
Dec. 31   Laura Reichart 

H A P P Y  B I R T H D A Y
Jan. 7     Barbara June  
Jan. 17   Deana Wolfe  
Jan. 20   Amy Foote 
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The Adopt a School Project 
is going well.  Liz is very appreciative 
for all the help we are providing her 
and the students.  
Alene:  It is Wednesday morning and I 
look forward to the smiles and hugs 
from the students in Mrs. Jameson’s 
fourth grade class. I often work with 
small groups or one on one with 
students needing that extra boost and 
attention in reading or math. Each 
session is different and rewarding and I 

gain as much from the interactions as the students. This month I get to accompany 
them on their December field trip. It is the best of all teaching worlds, no lesson plans, 
no grading, and no after school meetings, just the fun of working with kids.
Robin:  I have the opportunity to work with the fourth graders in Ms. Jameson's class 
at Corvallis Elementary School. I work with each of the children in focusing on their 
reading abilities. I find each if the students to be very engaging and open in their 
conversations with me. What is the old adage? "Out of the mouth of babes". I am 
constantly surprised at the knowledge and abilities these students have! I enjoy the 
different types of reading material that they are given to read to me. I am of the belief 
that in order to be successful in your future life, it begins with being able to read. 
Hopefully, my time with these students will help them in the enjoyment of reading.
Saundra:  On Monday mornings I get t work with the kids helping them get caught up 
on their math homework and quizzes.  It only took two visits before I had several of 
the kids come up and hug me.  We sit in chairs that are WAY too small for me and 
practice our multiplication tables and learn multiplication and division.  If you want to 
know if you are making a difference, help a kid.  They will let you know in so many 
ways that you are making a difference.
Mary Lou had the opportunity to teach the kids to make fingerprint animals, and I 
helped them make their creations into magnets and buttons.  Mary Lou also took 
snacks in for them.  The kids all wrote get well cards to Mary Lou, and they frequently 
ask how she is doing.  
This is the best thing I have done as a Soroptimist since I joined in 2010.  I can 
honestly say that volunteering to work with 4th graders was stretching my box big 
time. Kids intimidate me. I did this because I felt it was the right thing to do. I wanted 
our club to be more directly involved in the community (doing stuff not just giving 
money away). I wanted to help both girls and boys because they are our future; 
because it breaks my heart that these kids aren’t getting all they need to thrive.   (cont’d)
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December’s Hero – Clara Barton, Founder of the  

Red Cross

Clara Barton founded the American 
Red Cross in 1881. Barton first heard 
of the Swiss-inspired Red Cross 
network while visiting Europe following 
the Civil War. Barton served as 
president of the organization until 1904, 
when she resigned at age 83.

When the Civil War began Clara Barton 
worked in Washington, DC. Like many 

women, she helped collect bandages and other much-needed supplies, but she soon 
realized that she could best support the troops by going in person to the battlefields. 
Throughout many major battles of the war, she nursed, comforted and cooked for the 
wounded, earning the nickname the “Angel 
of the Battlefield.”
 
Today, after 137 years, the American Red 
Cross provides services internationally 
through a network of more than 17 million 
volunteers. Best known for their disaster 
relief and blood donation programs, they 
also help provide support for military   
(cont’d)

I work Friday afternoons. By then there are a handful of kids who haven’t finished their 
weekly coursework. That’s my job. I work with those kids to help finish their math, 
vocabulary or reading assignments. They are a joy to work with. 

And I’m honing my skills as a 4th grader! Liz had me take a math test with the kids. 
They all wanted to know how I did and I’m embarrassed to say, not so good, so Im 
brushing up! And did you all know what kind of reptiles make the best pets? I do!

Saundra

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Clara+Barton&filters=sid%253a7cdb5bd1-6fa3-9089-8d5b-9cb6bfb452ef&form=ENTLNK
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Clara+Barton&filters=sid%253a7cdb5bd1-6fa3-9089-8d5b-9cb6bfb452ef&form=ENTLNK
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The Book Corner 

This book was suggested by Brenda Von Brach

Please email the newsletter if you have a book to  
suggest

"We Fed an 
Island" 

by Jose' 
Andres

Puerto Rico in
the aftermath of 
Hurricane Maria. 
 
Well-written and 
very interesting!

families, help reconnect families 
separated by crisis, vaccinate 
children, and provide critical training 
to help build safer communities. 
Check them out at 
www.redcross.org
The 2018 Camp Fire—the deadliest 
fire in California history—destroyed 
13,600 homes and killed 84 people. 
The American Red Cross is on the 
ground, providing shelter, food and 
comfort for people forced to leave     

their homes.

http://www.redcross.org
http://www.redcross.org
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SOROPTIMIST OF HAMILTON 

P.O. BOX 1012 

HAMILTON, MT  59840

Submissions to the newsletter can be sent to: mailto:sinewsletter@gmail.com  
If you submit to either of the above locations, you are guaranteed it will reach us!  


